
G O V E R N M E N T  OF THE [ S T R I C T  OF 
B O A R D  OF ZONING A D J U S T M E N T  

A p p i i c a t i o n  No, 13953, of Frank L a r k i n ,  p u r s u a n t  t o  Para- 
graph  8 2 0 7 . 1 1  of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  €or v a r i a n c e s  from 
t h e  s i d e  y a r d  r equ i r emen t s  (Sub- sec t ion  3305.1) , from t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a l l o w i n g  an  open p a r k i n g  space  less t h a n  
t e n  f e e t  from an e x i s t i n g  d w e l l i n g  (Paragraph  7 2 0 5 . 2 1 1 ,  from 
t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a l l o w i n g  an open p a r k i n g  space  t o  be 
l o c a t e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  a d w e l l i n g  (Pa rag raph  7205.12) and from 
t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  a l l o w i n g  a p a r k i n g  space  to b e  
l o c a t e d  less  t h a n  three feet  from a side Lot l i n e  (Paragraph  
7 2 0 5 . 1 2 2 )  f o r  a proposed  a d d i t i o n  t o  an  e x i s t i n g  de tached  
d w e l l i n g ,  a non-conforming s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  a n  K-1-B D i s t r i c t  
a t  premises 5234 S h e r r i e r  Place, N.W. I (Square 1 4 1 5 ,  L o t  
818). 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  2 7 ,  1983 
DECISION DATE: A p r i l  2 7 ,  1983 (Bench Dec i s ion )  

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  approximate ly  
e i g h t y  f e e t  from t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o r n e r  of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
Arizona Avenue ar?,d S h e r r i e r  Place,  N.W. I t  is in an R-1-B 
D i s t r i c t  and i s  known as  5234 S h e r r i e r  Place, N . W .  

2 .  T h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  improved w i t h  a two s t o r y  
p l u s  basement ,  s i n g l e  fami ly  de t ached  r e s i d e n c e .  There i s  a 
de tached  ga rage  a t  t h e  rear of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  n e a r  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  corner of  t h e  l o t .  The s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  
p r e d a t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  e f f e c t i v e  on May 
1 2 ,  1 9 5 8 .  

3 .  The s u b j e c t  l o t  and s t r u c t u r e  are nos-conforming 
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l o t  w i d t h ,  t h e  l o t  a r e a  and t h e  s i d e  y a r d  
r equ i r emen t s .  A minimum l o t  area o f  5 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  and a 
minimum l o t  w id th  of  f i f t y  f e e t  are r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  R-1-B 
D i s t r i c t .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  c o n t a i n s  3 ,354 s q u a r e  f e e t  
of l o t  area and i s  t h i r t y  f ee t  wide,  A s i d e  y a r d  or' a t  
beast  e i g h t  f e e t  on each  s i d e  i s  r e q u i r e d .  The e x i s t i n g  
y a r d  on t h e  no r thwes t  s i d e  i s  f i v e  f e e t .  The e x i s t i n g  s i d e  
y a r d  on the s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  i s  8 . 9  f e e t .  The s t r u c t u r e  
o c c u p i e s  6 8 4 . 3 1  squa re  f e e t  o f  t h e  s i t e ,  which i s  w e l l  below 
t h e  maximum p e r m i t t e d  l o t  occupancy of 1 , 3 4 1 . 6  s q u a r e  f e e t .  

4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  p roposes  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a one - s to ry  
v e s t i b u l e  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  side of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  
The proposed v e s t i b u l e  would ex tend  5 . 0  f e e t  from t h e  
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11. Both t h e  a b u t t i n g  and t h e  a d j a c e n t  n e i g h b o r s ,  by 
l e t t e r  f i l e 6  A p r i l  11, 1983, e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  
t h e s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s a l  
would n o t  cause any h a r d s h i p  o r  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e i r  n e e d s ,  

1 2 .  There w a s  no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  a p p l i c a t i o n  
a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  o r  o f  r e c o r d .  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

Based on t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  f a c t  and t h e  e v i d e n c e  of 
r e c o r d ,  t h e  Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  s e e k i n g  
f o u r  area var iances ,  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e  a showing 
of a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
i t s e l f ,  and t h a t  t h e  r e l i e f  can be g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n -  
t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  pu rpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone 
p l a n .  The Board coi ie ludes t h a t  t h e  l o t  w i d t h  and l o t  area 
of t h e  p r o p e r t y  combined w i t h  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l 6 i n g  
c o n s t i t u t e  a p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
A l s o  t h e  non-conforming s t r u c t u r e  p r e d a t e s  t h e  c u r r e n t  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  The Board n o t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no 
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  The Board c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  
r e l i e f  can  be  g r a n t e d  w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e t r i m e n t  t o  the 
p u b l i c  good and w i t h o u t  s u b s t a n t i a l - l y  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  i n t e n t ,  
pu rpose  and i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  zone p l a n .  Accord ing ly ,  it i s  
ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  is GRANTED. 

VOTE: 4-0 (Walter B.  L e w i s ,  C a r r i e  Thornhi1.1, W i l l i a m  F.  
McIntosh and C h a r l e s  R, N o r r i s  t o  g r a n t ;  
Douglas J. Pa.t.t.on n o t  p r e s e n t ,  n o t  v o t i n g ) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D . C .  BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  A D J U S T ~ ~ ~ T  

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E.  SHER 
Execu t ive  Di rec to r  

FINAL DATE O F  ORDER: 

UNDER SUR-SECTION 8 2 0 4 . 3  O F  THE Z O N I N G  R ~ G ~ L A T I O N ~ ~  "NO 
DECISION OR ORDER OF THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT U N T I L ,  TEN 
DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME FINAL PURSUANT T O  THE SUPPLE~E~~TAL 
RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE BEFORE THE BOARD O F  Z O N I N G  
~ R J U S T ~ ~ E ~ l T  " 

THIS ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  V A L I D  FOR A P E R I O D  OF SIX MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDER, UNLESS W I T H I N  SUCH 
P E R I O D  AN APPLICATION FOR A B U I L D I W G  PERMIT OR CERTIFICATE 
O F  OCCUPAIYCY I S  F I L E D  WITH THE D E P A ~ ~ ~ ~ E N ~  OF CC)MSUMER AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIRS. 
1 3 9 5 3 o r  d e r / L f PJDA 8 


